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FINANCIAL  WOES  ENDED!  (?) 

A LOUD  AND  CLEAR  "THANKS"  TO  OUR  BOARD  FOR  ADOPTING  A NEEDED  REVENUE  PLAN!  In 
response  to  a suggestion  indicating  the  sale  of  advertising  would  help  salve  our  red 
inked  budget,  board  members  were  unanimous  in  not  only  giving  permission  but  when 
practical,  placing  advertising.  The  anticipated  revenue  should  eliminate  future  needs 
for  dues  and  allow  added  ventures  to  expand  Guild  activities. 


ADVERTISING  SPACE  FOR  SALE 
Numismatic  organizations  may  place  their 
ads  in  this  newsletter  beginning  with  the 
next  issue.  Rates  for  an  entire  year  are 
$100  for  a quarter  page  or  $400  for  the 
full  page.  Limited  space  will  be  avail- 
able as  a tentative  budget  of  $800  is  the 
initial  target.  May  N.L.G.  reserve  space 
for  YOUR  company? 

MEMBER  ACTIVITIES  AND  IDEAS 
John  McKay-Clements  has  an  idea  worthy  of 
action.  He  would  like  proceeds  donated  to 
the  A.N.A.  Authentif ication  Fund.  Why  not 
create  an  "Old  Silver"  Fund  to  which  coin 
devotees  can  donate  culls  and  other  silver 
material.  John  can  get  them  converted  into 
cash  at  a silver  refinery  near  him  and  from 
this  a nice  addition  to  the  lagging  fund 
can  apply.  Any  donations  can  be  sent  to  the 
Guild  address  and  it  will  be  forwarded  to 
him.  Coin  columnists  are  free  to  solicit 
silver  culls  from  readers  for  the  common 
cause. 

Ray  Byrne  has  a fine  article  in  the  Feb- 
ruary issue  of  the  Numismatist.  He  also  has 
"A  Counterstamp  Myth  Exploded"  in  the  Jan- 
uary World  Coins.  (In  addition,  Ray  also 
placed  a donation  into  our  treasury.  Thanks 
again,  Ray). 

Speaking  of  donations,  Leon  Lindheim  paid 
IN  FULL  for  the  printing  of  this  newsletter 
with  a very  much  appreciated  check.  This 
distinguished  numismatist  was  the  source 
who  inspired  some  numismatic  information 


from  Abe  Kosoff.  (See  article  entitled 
"An  Underpublicized  Coin") 

The  Whitman  Stamp  & Coin  Supply  Mer- 
chandiser, Vol.  9,  No.  1 is  a classic 
example  of  an  informative,  well  printed 
newsletter  and  offer  an  inspiration  for 
this  newsletter  as  a quality-produced 
four  page  slick.  Ken  Bressett  is  the 
coin  editor,  sharing  billing  with  stamp 
man  Erv  Felix.  Ken  has  been  named  man- 
ager of  the  coin  supply  division  so  watch 
a dynamic  and  highly  qualified  expert 
in  action!  His  article,  "A  New  Era  of 
Collecting"  is  stimulating  and  illus- 
trates the  developments  in  our  hobby 
since  1964. 

Maurice  Gould  has  written  a classic  in 
the  February  issue  of  COINage,  "The  Lure 
of  the  Coins  of  Israel".  A little  bird 
has  indicated  Maurie  will  visit  Israel 
in  the  Near  future. 

James  Curto  was  honored  by  the  selection 
of  his  work  on  "Michigan  Scrip"  by  the 
ANA  reprint  committee. 

Tom  Becker  and  Ed  Rochette  will  be  among 
the  speakers  in  a numismatic  forum  in 
Southern  California,  Moderator  Maurice 
Gould  (there's  that  man  again)  has  put 
together  a classic  educational  forum  in 
March. 

TIME  TO  THINK  ABOUT  NEXT  YEAR 
Although  June  and  nomination  time  is  on 
the  dim  horizon,  it  is  not  too  early  to 
decide  whether  YOU  are  going  to  be  able 
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to  assist  the  Guild  in  1970  via  holding  an 
office,  accepting  an  appointive  position  or 
by  writing  articles  for  this  newsletter.  In 
addition  to  Board  Members  and  an  Executive 
Director,  we  will  require  a new  Editor,  a 
Treasurer  and  other  positions  to  be  indi- 
cated in  the  near  future.  Are  you  avail- 
able? 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS  GOES  OFFSET 
Readers  of  the  Iola,  Wisconsin  weekly  no- 
ticed a bright  red  headline  banner  and  the 
entire  issue  indicated  that  offset  as  a 
way  of  life  for  publications  is  here  to 
stay.  Clear  photos,  easier  to  read  copy 
and  a general  sparkle  were  immediate  in- 
dications that  Krause  Publications  have 
added  zest  to  a numismatic  standard.  Coin 
Collector  Shopper  was  merged  with  "Coin 
Prices"  publication. 

EIGHTY  PAGES  IN  ONE  SECTION 
Coin  World  of  January  21,  1970  was  a 
classic  example  of  a large  newspaper  is- 
sued as  a unit  but  retaining  its  easy-to- 
read  quality.  The  following  week  another 
eight  pages  were  added  and  the  two  sec- 
tion format  returned.  Among  the  interesting 
Coin  World  articles  are  the  last  moment 
news  tidbits  placed  beside  the  banner. 

NOT  INFALLIBLE 

The  New  York  Times  Encyclopedic  Almanac 
1970  is  a 1,056  page  soft  cover  release. 
Unfortunately,  the  coin  data  is  not  com- 
pletely accurate  ...  "A  new  group  has 
been  organized  by  Europeans  and  Americans 
to  combat  coin  counterfeiting  . , , en- 
titled the  American  Numismatic  Association'  " 
. . . (A  new  group!)  Page  Jll  lists  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  as  25,000 
members  in  1200  groups  and  Jack  Koch  as 
Executive  Director, 

ROSTER  OVERSIGHT 

Mort  Goodman's  name  was  not  included  in 
the  N.L.G.  membership  roster.  Add  this 
expert  in  errors  to  the  list.  His  pri- 
mary classification  based  on  a new  book 
on  cud  errors  is  "Author".  Incidentally, 
many  members  felt  some  confusion  existed 
in  the  categories.  Change  Fay  Smith  to 
writer  and  allow  space  for  at  least  six 
prospective  members  who  have  been  re- 
commended. The  next  roster  will  give 
full  definition  of  category  classifica- 
tions and  will  probably  appear  before 
meeting  time  in  July. 


A SUGGESTION 

The  annual  N.L.G.  meeting  during  the 
August  A.N.A.  convention  has  been  a 
condensed  business  meeting  that  has  pro-1' 
ven  unsatisfactory  in  many  ways.  To  al- 
leviate the  problems  caused  by  time,  oth- 
er meetings,  shortage  of  space  and  an  in- 
ability to  cover  many  important  problems, 
it  has  been  suggested  that  the  next  meet- 
ing be  a combination  EARLY  business  meet- 
ing culminating  in  a cocktail  party  so 
members  can  get  to  know  one  another  or 
expand  relationships.  Guests  such  as 
wives  and  prospective  members  could  at- 
tend the  post-business  meeting  event. 

Your  views  on  this  are  solicited  and  they 
will  be  forwarded  to  Board  members  for 
action. 

N.L.G.  TIE  TACS 

The  tie  tacs  ordered  by  members  has  been 
delayed  but  are  now  in  stock  and  are  be- 
ing forwarded  immediately.  Tacs  may  be 
used  by  lady  members  as  pins  and  are  ef- 
fective additions  to  outfits.  The  tiny 
lettering  is  distinctive  and  a certain 
conversation  piece.  Tie  Tacs  (pins)  may 
be  ordered  directly  from  this  address 
for  $2.50  each.  Profits  go  to  the  Guild 
treasury, 

UNIQUE  OFFERING 

Gordon  Greene  has  assembled  an  almost 
complete  set  of  autographs  on  one  cent 
postal  money  orders.  Practically  every 
numismatic  great  has  signed  or  is  going 
to  be  solicited  in  the  near  future.  When 
all  signatures  are  in  the  collection,  they 
will  be  donated  to  N.L.G.  and  offered  for 
sale. 

AN  UNPUBLICIZED  COIN 

Leon  Lindhelm's  excellent  article,  "Af- 
fluence In  The  Coin  World"  has  motivated 
this  letter  from  Abe  Kosoff.  "The  1822 
$'5.00  gold  piece  sold  to  Eliasberg  was 
in  1945  and  the  price  was  $14,000,  I ar- 
ranged the  purchase  from  Burdette  G. 
Johnson  and  my  then-partner  Abner  Kreis- 
berg  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Eliasberg.  In 
1950  when  we  acquired  the  Charles  M.  Wil- 
liams collection,  we  had  the  2nd  1822 
half  eagle  which  was  then  sold  to  Amos 
Carter,  Sr.  via  Max  Mehl.  Mehl  paid  us 
$17,500  less  5/°.  The  coin  was  delivered 
to  B.  Max  by  Sol  Kaplan  who  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Numismatic  Gallery  in  that 

deal.  Eventually  it  was  sold  by  Amos  Car- 
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ter,  Jr.  into  the  Josiah  K.  Lilly  collection. 
Carter  got  $50,00C  for  the  coin,  Lilly  paying 
a commission  of  10  percent  to  Stack’s,  a total 
of  $55,OCO,  The  coin  is  valued  at  more  than 
ouble  that  figure  today.  I would  think  that 
*ne  $55*000  price  is  an  all-time  all-coin  high, 
although  offers  have  been  made  for  two  speci- 
mens of  the  1913  nickel  which  would  beat  it," 
Our  thanks  to  Abe  for  "behind  the  scenes" 
look  at  the  world  of  coin  affluence  and  for 
indicating  that  an  under-publicized  coin  has 
actually  had  the  highest  selling  price, 

* * * 

UNDERWORKED  WORDS 
By  Carl  Allenbaugh 

The  English  language  is  enriched  by  an  abun- 
dance of  collective  nouns  used  to  describe 
aggregations  of  animals.  Regrettably,  most 
have  fallen  into  comparative  disuse.  Victorian 
prose,  the  choice  of  a word  for  its  sound  as 
well  as  its  meaning,  was  buried  with  Sir 
Winston  Churchill.  Our  abrupt  and  impatient 
time  is  partial  to  the  bland  and  minimal  sen- 
tence. In  many  instances,  these  obsolete  but 
highly  expressive  collectives  could  enhance 
numismatic  articles  in  the  area  of  design 
or  device  description.  An  increasing  number 
of  coins  employ  birds  and  animals  in  their 
-’esign.  Admittedly,  clarity  doesn't  demand 
iat  their  presence  be  recognized  beyond 
"two  lions,"  or  "a  flock  of  larks."  But 
neither  will  your  prose  be  demeaned  by  an 
equally  correct,  but  less  prosaic,  "pride 
of  lions,"  or  "exaltation  of  larks." 

Although  the  following  brief  listing  of 
collective  nouns  may  seem  exhuberantly  ima- 
ginative, be  assured  that  they  are  also 
grammatically  correct: 

BEVY  of  swans 
BRACE  of  ducks 
CAST  of  hawks 
CSTE  of  badgers 
CHARM  of  goldfinches 

CHATTERING  of  choughs  (crowlike  bird  of  Old 
World) 

CL0WDER  of  cats 
CONGREGATION  of  plovers 
COVERT  of  coots 
DOWN  of  hares 
DRAUGHT  of  fish 
DRIFT  of  swine 
EXALTATION  of  larks 
GAGGLE  of  geese 
GAM  of  whales 
5IST  of  bees 
HUSK  of  hares 
KINDLE  of  kittens 


LEAP  of  leopards 
LEASH  of  greyhounds 
MURDER  of  crows 
MUSTER  of  peacocks 
MUTE  of  hounds 
NIDE  of  pheasants 
POD  of  seals 
PRIDE  of  lions 
SEDGE  of  cranes 
SKULK  of  foxes 
SLEUTH  of  bears 
SOUNDER  of  swine 
SPRING  of  teals 
TRIBE  of  goats 
TROOP  of  kangaroos 
VOLERY  of  birds 
WATCH  of  nightingales 
* * * 

OLFACTORY  AIDS  IN  NUMISMATICS 
By  John  McKay-Clements 
Many  years  ago,  I was  attending  one  of 
the  larger  coin  shows  and  was  present 
in  the  display  room  while  the  exhibitors 
were  setting  up  their  displays.  I was 
amused  to  see  one  of  the  older  exhibi- 
tors lift  up  the  lid  of  one  of  the  dis- 
play cases,  which  had  been  provided  for 
him  by  the  host  club  and  spend  the  next 
few  minutes  sniffing  all  over  the  case 
and  well  back  into  each  corner.  It  then 
dawned  on  me  that  he  was  concerned  about 
what  kind  of  atmosphere  he  was  about  to 
imprison  his  beloved  coins  in  during 
the  next  two  or  three  days. 

I realized  that  he  probably  was  about 
to  set  up  some  beautiful  proof  or  un- 
circulated coins  that  would  readily  re- 
act to  either  dampness  or  the  evaporated 
and  damaging  fumes  from  paint,  or  var- 
nish, or  cleaning  fluids.  He  rejected 
one  case  which  I later  examined,  to  find 
it  reeking  of  an  acrid  residue  from 
some  form  of  paint  remover,  I have  never 
forgotten  that  silent  lesson  and  always 
take  the  same  precaution  when  exhibiting 
in  borrowed  cases. 

Mention  of  this  incident  reminds  me  that 
while  coins  have  no  odor  of  their  own, 
there  are  smells  associated  with  coins 
that  are  of  interest  to  a coin  collec- 
tor. I have  handled  large  groups  of 
coins  that  have  had  that  musty  smell  of 
age  you  might  expect  to  find  with  an- 
tiques. A group  of  coins  that  have  been 
treated  with  some  commercial  cleaners 
have  a distinct  tell-tale  odor.  Retoned 
coins  can  sometimes  be  detected  in  this 


way  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  coins  that 
have  been  washed  in  soapy  water  or  with 
one  of  the  modern  scented  detergents  that 
are  so  kind  to  the  ladies'  hands,  adver- 
tise that  fact  to  a sensitive  sense  of 
smell , 

Dr.  Ken  Gaver  once  told  me  about  some 
ancient  Chinese  knife  money  that  was 
"guaranteed  to  be  genuine"  that  reminded 
him  of  his  youth  on  the  farm.  He  said  the 
smell  of  the  coins  definitely  reminded 
him  of  a certain  pile  of  material  that 
they  had  never  thought  of  as  a "toning" 
element.  Ken  had  a keen  sense  of  humor 
as  well  as  a keen  sense  of  smell. 

* * * 


INK 

An  ancient  Greek  word  for  a branding  iron  is  the  base  of 
the  modem  word  ink.  Literally  this  means  “burnt  in”  and 
refers  to  the  custom  of  sealing  by  heat  both  wounds 
— cauterizing  them — and  colours — fixing  them  more  durably. 
The  Greek  enkauston  and  Latin  incaustum  became  the  names 
reserved  for  the  (Tyrian)  purple  fluid  with  which  Greek  and 
Roman  emperors  signed  official  documents. 

The  earliest  use  of  ink  dates  back  to  Egypt  and  the  4th 
millennium  B.C..  Then  it  was  not  a liquid  but  a dry  substance, 
made  chiefly  from  soot  scraped  from  cooking  pots  or,  in  the 
form  of  carbon,  from  charcoal.  This  ink  was  kept  in  small 
cakes  and  was  made  liquid  by  mixing  it  with  either  water 
or  gum. 

Independently,  the  Chinese  began  to  use  carbon  ink  about 
2000  B.C..  According  to  tradition  the  inventor  was  T’ien 
Chu.  In  both  China  and  Japan  pine  soot  and  lamp  black 
served  as  a base. 

The  Old  Testament  mentions  the  use  of  ink  only  once. 
Baruch,  Jeremiah’s  secretary,  relates  how  he  recorded  what 
the  prophet  dictated  to  him:  “He  pronounced  all  these  words 
unto  me  with  his  mouth,  and  I wrote  them  with  ink  in  the 
book.” 

Carbon  ink  of  that  early  type  could  easily  be  washed  off. 
Additives  of  vinegar  and  wormwood  were  thought  to  make 
it  more  durable  and  to  repel  mice.  But  drawbacks  soon  be- 
came apparent.  Once  mixed,  the  ink  thickened  in  no  time 
and  clogged  the  pen.  With  the  introduction  of  parchment  as 
a writing  material,  the  carbon-liquid  proved  even  less  satis- 
factory. Something  more  fluid  and  more  permanent  was 
needed. 

Scribes  realized  that  ink  with  a mineral  mixture  had  the 
advantage  of  penetrating  the  material,  although  sometimes  it 
also  gradually  destroyed  it.  This  resulted  in  the  introduction 
of  an  iron-gall  liquid.  It  was  known  to  the  Hebrews  as  early 
as  the  6th  century  B.C.  and  is  still  retained  in  principle. 

Even  coloured  inks  were  produced  in  most  remote  times. 

However,  except  for  red,  they  were  applied  only  to  drawing. 
The  Egyptians  made  their  red  ink  from  cinnabar  and  used 
it  for  several  purposes.  It  indicated  the  final  sum  in  their 
accounts,  and  marked  the  beginning  of  paragraphs  in  their 
writings.  Not  least,  they  wrote  the  names  of  evil  creatures  in 
red  for  this  was  the  colour  of  hostile  nowcrs. 

THE  PRINTED  WORD 

A sadder  but  wiser  newspaperman  in  Buffalo  is  looking  for 
a new  job.  He  lost  his  old  one  when  the  chief  auditor  spotted 
this  item  on  a big  expense  account  tab  he  tried  to  get  away 
with:  “Dinner  with  the  sports  editor  of  the  Congressional 
Record:  $46." 


Short  Takes 

The  Gs,  who  had  more  soccer  practice 
and  draining,  won  4-1 — New  York  Times. 

* * * 

Princeton  University,  previously  all 
male  institution,  has  registered  171 
women.  Director  of  admissions,  Dean 
J.  T.  O.,  said,  “Gentlemen  and  ladies,  I 
officially  present  the  Clash  of  1973.” — 
Mamaroneck  (N.Y.)  Daily  Times. 

* * * 

The  Mini-Boggin  is  a sheet  of  plastic 
18  inches  wife  and  42  inches  long — 
Minneapolis  Tribune. 

* * * 

Necklaces  with  semi-previous  gems  are 
right  for  bare  necklines — Rochester 
(N.Y.)  Times-Union. 

* * * 

The  valuable  and  scientific  data 
gathered  have  been  licked  up  in  files — 
Albuquerque  (N.M.)  Journal. 

* * * 

A brick  wind  and  light  rain  kept  the 
fumes  from  collecting — Chicago  Daily 
Tribune. 

* * * 

“I  get  up  early  and  make  coffee  and 
bring  it  back  to  bed.  Then  Bob  and  I 
both  pour  through  the  papers.” — Hous- 
ton Post. 

* * * 

The  USO  fund  drive  has  been 
launched  under  the  direction  of  E.  B.  H., 
a retarded  Coast  Guard  commander— 

Atlantic  City  (N.J.)  Press. 

* * * 

The  Juvenile  Court  judge  scheduled  a 
hearing  Thursday.  The  judge  noted  that 
the  F.B.I.  did  not  want  to  persecute — 

New  York  Times. 

* * * 

Gov.  Mills  E.  Godwin  suggested  to 
the  Governor-elect  that  the  key  to  Vir- 
ginia’s future  progress  is  the  successful 
completion  of  constitutional  reforms  be- 
gun in  the  God  administration — Rich- 
mond (Va.)  Times-Dispatch. 

* * * 

E.  bitterly  blamed  his  defeat  on  his 

recent  indictment  by  Dade  Grand  Jury 
on  a charge,  brought  by  a Miami  Beach 
woman  that  he  had  demanded  a zoning 

bride — Miami  (Fla.)  News. 

* * * 

A Pennsylvania  State  University  pro- 
fessor and  about  200  students  have 
launched  a movement  that  offers  them 
a chance  for  immorality  and  promises 
to  free  trapped  Scrabble  players  all 
over  the  nation  — Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer. 

* * * 

“All  through  the  bridal  shower,  the 
many  beautiful  girls  were  displayed  on 
tables.” — Englewood  (N.J.)  Press  Jour- 
nal. 

♦ * * 

Of  Seaver’s  seven  losses,  four  came  in 
late  July  when  he  was  suffering  from  a 
stiff  soldier — Portland  (Me.)  Press  Her- 
ald. 

* * * 

The  girl  who  suggested  it  should  be 
awarded  a medal,  and  enshrined  in  the 
Fall  of  Fame — Jersey  (N.J.)  Journal. 

* * * 
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A DIGEST  FROM WRITER'S  DIGEST 


THE  LIBRARY 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  DIRECTORY.  A writer  often 
finds  what  what  he  really  needs  is  a guide  to 
possible  sources  of  material.  The  Directory 
lists  libraries  of  all  sorts  in  the  U.  S.  and 
Canada,  offers  information  about  subject  inter- 
ests and  special  collections,  provides  the  re- 
spective librarian's  name  and  mailing  address. 
This  reference  work  is  published  every  two  years, 
but  is  kept  up  to  date  by  regular  supplements. 
SUBJECT  COLLECTIONS. 

This  volume  tells  a researcher  which  libra- 
ries have  a special  collection  on  his  topic. 
Holdings  at  each  library  are  briefly  described. 
ENCLYCLOPEDIAS  (both  adult  and  juvenile)  and  the 
YEAR  BOOKS  published  by  the  same  firms  (Britan- 
nica,  Americana,  Grolier,  Collier)  covering 
events  of  the  previous  year  in  just  about  every 
category  are  a steady  reference  source  for  most 
writers,  as  are  the  WORLD  ALMANAC,  INFORMATION 
PLEASE  ALMANAC  and  READER'S  DIGEST  ALMANAC. 

THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  INDEX  is  the  best  known 
U.S.  newspaper  guide.  But  at  least  two  others 
are  well  worth  knowing  about:  THE  CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE  MONITOR  INDEX  and  THE  WALL  STREET  JOUR- 
'iL  INDEX.  Both  are  issued  monthly. 

And  every  two  months,  an  index  to  articles 
in  THE  TIMES  of  London  is  issued.  In  fact,  THE 
TIMES  is  indexed  back  to  1790. 

Remember  two  other  sources  for  newspaper 
research.  Some  big  libraries  clip  the  local  pa- 
pers and  maintain  their  own  files  and  index.  A 
newspaper's  own  library  — the  "morgue"  — in 
journalese  — may  be  willing  to  provide  you,  as 
a professional  freelance  writer,  with  references 
to  articles  you  wish  to  track  down. 

A comprehensive  list  of  newspapers  and 
periodicals  published  in  this  country,  inciden- 
tally, is  the  annual  AYER’S  DIRECTORY  OF  NEWS- 
PAPERS AND  PERIODICALS. 

Every  writer  should  be  familiar  with  the 
READER’S  GUIDE  TO  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE  which 
indexes  material  by  author,  subject  and  title  in 
ever  150  leading  magazines  (including  WRITER'S 
DIGEST  since  January  1968)  but  here  are  some 
other  subject  guides: 

THE  BUSINESS  PERIODICALS  INDEX  lists,  by 
subject,  articles  in  the  fields  of  accounting, 
advertising  and  public  relations,  automation, 
banking,  communications,  economics, finance  and 
investments,  insurance,  labor,  management,  mar- 
eting,  taxation,  and  "special  businesses,  indus- 
tries, and  trades."  It  comes  out  monthly  except 
July,  as  well  as  in  an  annual  edition. 


THE  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  INFORMATION  SER- 
VICE BULLETIN  provides  a selective  subject 
list  of  materials  about  economic  and  social 
conditions,  public  administration,  and 
international  relations.  Its  index  includes 
books,  documents,  pamphlets,  periodicals, 
government  publications,  and  reports  of 
private  and  public  agencies.  The  BULLETIN 
is  weekly. 

THE  EDUCATION  INDEX  covers  more  than 
18C  periodicals  which  focus  on  various 
topics  relating  to  education.  The  index 
is  published  every  month  except  July  and 
August,  and  its  listings  offer  such  di- 
verse sources  as  SOVIET  EDUCATION,  U.  S. 
OFFICE  OF  EDUCATION  PUBLICATIONS,  and  THE 
AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION  MAGAZINE. 

THE  BIOGRAPHY  INDEX  is  a quarterly 
guide  to  biographical  material  in  about 
1,600  periodicals  (any  many  current  books). 

CURRENT  BIOGRAPHY  and  the  WHO'S  WHO 
for  the  particular  field  you  are  research- 
ing are  standard  sources,  of  course.  But  if 
the  person  you're  tracking  is  back  in  his- 
tory, keep  in  mind  the  DICTIONARY  OF 
AMERICAN  BIOGRAPHY  and  the  NATIONAL  CYCLO- 
PEDIA OF  AMERICAN  BIOGRAPHY. 

WHO  WAS  WHEN?  A DICTIONARY  OF  CON- 
TEMPORARIES can  help  a writer  with  the 
familiar  problem  of  placing  his  subject 
in  historical  perspective.  It  brightens 
a day  at  the  typewriter  to  discover  that 
your  man  was  a contemporary  of  Voltaire 
or  was  born  the  same  day  as  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son. 

A similar  and  more  recent  volume 
(1967)  is  the  DICTIONARY  OF  CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  CONGRESSIONAL  DIRECTORY  is  a 
quick,  handy  source  of  biographical  infor- 
mation on  all  members  of  Congress. 

The  CYCLOPEDIA  OF  LITERARY  CHARAC- 
TERS identifies  several  thousand  charac- 
ters in  literature  and  drama. 

FACTS  ON  FILE  provides  a weekly 
(and  annual)  digest  of  the  news  in  world 
affairs,  national  affairs,  foreign  af- 
fairs, economics,  education,  and  sports-- 
plus  "Obituraries"  and  "Miscellaneous." 

A pair  or  sources  offer  more  detailed 
information  about  topics  in  the  news. 
EDITORIAL  RESEARCH  REPORTS,  four  each 
month,  are  6,000-word  studies  of  major 
issues.  Each  is  keyed  to  recent  or  up- 
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coming  developments,  then  backgrounds  the 
topic,  and  closes  with  some  discussion  of 
prospects.  Typical  topies:  universities  and 
the  government,  protection  of  the  environ- 
ment, the  oceans  and  man.  CONGRESSIONAL 
QUARTERLY  SERVICE  provides  weekly  reports  on 
congressional  action,  or  its  absence.  CQ 
does  Yeoman  work  in  presenting  the  national 
legislative  scene  in  language  easy  to  under- 
stand. 

The  URBAN  AFFAIRS  REPORTER  has  come 
into  being  along  with  the  increase  in  fed- 
eral programs  affecting  state  and  local  gov- 
ernments. The  REPORTER,  which  includes 
"current  reports"  every  two  weeks,  provides 
not  only  descriptions  of  federal  programs, 
but  the  full  text  of  pertinent  laws  and 
regulations,  description  of  pending  legis- 
lation, and  the  names  and  addresses  of  federal 
officials  in  charge  of  each  program. 

The  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  may  be  a source  you  know  about — the 
annual  Bureau  of  the  Census  summary  of  this 
country's  social,  political,  and  economic 
statistics.  3e  aware  that  a more  useful 
volume,  if  your  article  heads  back  into  his- 
tory very  far,  is  HISTORICAL  STATISTICS  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES,  COLONIAL  TIMES  TO  1957; 
CONTINUATION  TO  1962  AND  REVISIONS. 

The  WORLEMARK  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  THE  NA- 
TIONS is  an  immensely  useful  source,  especi- 
ally if  your  research  involves  information 
about  several  countries.  The  WORLEMARK  is 
meant  "to  offer  the  reader  a portrait  of  the 
world — the  individual  nations  and  their  main 
meeting  ground,  the  United  Nations  system," 

The  INTERNATIONAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  THE  ; 
SOCIAL  SCIENCES  focuses  on  what  man  knows 
scienticically — from  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science  through  Zuni 
Indians,  in  16  volumes. 

THE  VERTICAL  FILE  INDEX,  issues  monthly 
except  in  august,  is  a guide  to  available 
pamphlets.  Title,  author,  address,  and  cost 
are  listed;  both  subject  and  title  are  indexed. 

OUTSIDE  THE  LIBRARY 

Federal  Records  Centers  are  regional 
branches  of  the  National  Archives.  Just  as  is 


their  parent  agency  in  Washington, D ,C . , 
they  are  immense  depositories  of  federal 
paperwork.  Their  archival  holdings,  the 
paperwork  of  lasting  interest,  can  be 
especially  useful  to  a writer  looking  for  r 
solid  documentation  in  the  past.  Federal 
court  records,  customs  ledgers,  files  on 
public  lands  and  Indian  agencies  and  a 
multitude  of  federal  offices  back  to  the 
beginning  of  our  nationhood — under  a plan 
of  decentralization  begun  nearly  twenty 
years  ago — is  now  available  to  researchers 
somewhere  besides  the  national  capital. 

There  are  14  Federal  Records  Centers 
around  the  country  now,  in  Atlanta;  Bos- 
ton; Chicago;  Denver;  Fort  Worth;  Kansas 
City,  Missouri;  Los  Angeles;  Mechanics- 
burg,  Pennsylvania  (U.S.  Navy  records); 

New  York;  Philadelphia;  St. Louis  (mili- 
tary and  civilian  personnel  records) ; 
Suidland  Maryland  (records  from  federal 
agencies  in  Washington,  D.C.);  San  Fran- 
cisco; and  Seattle. 

In  a project  of  the  next  several  years, 
the  federal  government  has  begun  deposit- 
ing copies  of  the  National  Archives  micro- 
film collection  in  each  of  the  regional 
Records  Centers,  When  this  is  completed, 
researchers  will  have  available  at  each 
Center  the  full  wealth  of  microfilmed 
materials  now  on  hand  only  at  the  Nation- 
al Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 

O -■■■  « 

John  Fuller,  of  Saturday  Review,  quotes  this  oommuniqu6 
from  an  author  in  Maine  to  her  publisher,  who  had  neglected 
to  report  on  a manuscript  she  had  submitted  to  him  several 
weeks  before: 


“GENTLEMEN: 


I have  sent  you  a manuscript 
which  you  have  failed 
• to  consider,  and  I think  you  are 
_ a big  jerk,  and  I mean 
the  biggest  I also  think  r 
-when  it  comes  to  stupidity 
^you  deserve  all  there  is  ) 
in  the  book.  You’re  not  known 
for  your  astuteness  and  judgment 


but  I do  know  your  total  idiocy, 
_which  is  beyond  man’s  reason. 

t 

rl  cannot  express  what  I think. 

, If  prizes  are  to  be  awarded  for 
imbecility,  you  surely  deserve 
the  very  biggest,  and  the  greatest 
prize;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
you  richly  deserve  this  top  award. 


P.S.  If  you  decide  to  accept  my  novel,  please  read  only 
•vary  other  line.” 


Tom  Becker  Maurice  Gould 
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